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operates multiple senior living facilities throughout the nation. Pacifica, without consent or 

license, used 42 of Hargis’s images to market and advertise its senior living communities.  

 

Despite repeated attempts to settle with Pacifica and notices to Pacifica regarding its acts of 

infringement, Pacifica continued to use Hargis’ images, even after the filing of the lawsuit. 

Although a large and sophisticated corporation with legal counsel and full knowledge of federal 

copyright law, Pacifica continued to make new unauthorized uses long after it had been 

apprised of Hargis’ rights.   

 

There are three categories of infringement: innocent, regular and willful, each carrying a 

different range of statutory damages depending on the perceived severity. In this case, the jury 

deemed all 42 infringements as willful and assessed against Pacifica the absolute maximum 

statutory damages per infringement allowed by law: $150,000 per image, totaling $6.3 million. 

 

Read full complaint. 
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